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Signs Regulating Traffic on Inland Waterways
A. Prohibitory Signs

1.	No entry
2.	No overtaking
3.	No overtaking of convoys by convoys
4.	No passing or overtaking of other vessels
5.	No berthing (no anchoring or making fast) on the side of the waterway on which the sign 

stands
6.	No anchoring or trailing of anchors, chains or cables on the side of the waterway on 

which the sign stands
7.	No mooring on the side of the waterway on which the sign stands
8.	No turning
9.	Do not create wake or wash (suction ef fect)

10.	No passing outside the area marked with boards or green lights
11.	No passing outside the area marked with boards
12.	Entry prohibited – but prepare to get under way
13.	Motorised vessels prohibited
14.	Sports or pleasure craft prohibited
15.	Water skiing prohibited
16.	Sailing vessels prohibited
17.	Rowing boats prohibited
18.	Use of sailboards prohibited
19.	End of zone of high-speed navigation of small sports or pleasure craft
20.	No launching or beaching of vessels
21.	Water scooters prohibited

EMERGENCY TELEPHONE NUMBERS
Rescue Coordination Centre� 112
Police� 997
Fire Brigade� 998
Emergency Ambulance Service� 999
Border Guards Górki Zachodnie� 58 524 23 02
Border Guards Elbląg� 55 237 64 00
Maritime Search and Rescue Station SAR Tolkmicko� 55 231 61 55
Maritime Search and Rescue Coordination Centre SAR Gdynia� 58 620 55 51 | 505 050 971
Maritime Search and Rescue Station SAR Górki Zachodnie� 58 307 31 12 
Coastal Search and Rescue Station SAR Sztutowo� 55 247 80 54 | 505 050 976
� channels 11; 16 VHF
Coastal Rescue Station Gdańsk Świbno� 58 308 05 23 | 505 050 982
Harbour Master’s Offices of ports on the Vistula Lagoon� channel 71 UKF
Gdańsk Harbour Master’s Office� channel 14 UKF
Emergency channel (calling for help)� channel 16 UKF
Inland Navigation Office in Gdańsk� 58 301 84 14
Regional Water Management Board in Gdańsk� 58 326 18 88
Weather forecast from IMGW Gdynia� 58 620 34 22
7.05 AM, 1.05 PM, 7.05 PM� channel 71 UKF
Voivodeship Coordination Centre of Maritime Rescue of the Pomeranian Volunteer 
Water Rescue Service (WOPR) (operating across the Pomeranian Voivodeship)� 984
Voivodeship Coordination Centre of Maritime Rescue of the Pomeranian Volunteer Water 
Rescue Service (WOPR) (operating in towns and communes on the Baltic coast)� 985

TOURIST INFORMATION POINTS
VISTULA
Gniew: Tourist Information Point in Gniew, ul. Plac Zamkowy 2� 58 535 25 37
Mon-Fri 9.00 AM-5.00 PM
Tczew: Tczew Sports and Tourism Centre, ul. Wojska Polskiego 28A� 58 531 56 02
 Mon-Fri 8.00 AM-3.00 PM
MOTŁAWA
Gdańsk: ul. Długi Targ 28/29, Mon-Sat 9.00 AM-5.00 PM, Sun 9.00 AM-4.00 PM �  
� 58 301 43 55 | 683 54 85
NOGAT
Malbork: Tourist Information Centre, ul. Kościuszki 54� 58 647 47 47
WISŁA KRÓLEWIECKA
Sztutowo: ul. Gdańska 55, Mon-Fri 9.00 AM-5.00 PM (open in summer season),�55 247 80 88
telephone information available all year round� 55 247 80 88
ELBLĄG
Elbląg: ul. Stary Rynek 25� 55 239 33 77 
May-September: Mon-Sun 10.00 AM-6.00 PM, Oct-Apr: Mon-Fri 10.00 AM-5.00 PM

Cardinal marks  
on inland waterways

Marks Indicating Fairway 
Limits on Inland Waterways

Marks Indicating Fairway 
Limits on Maritime Waters

Cardinal marks 
 on maritime waters

VISTULA LAGOON
Frombork: ul. Portowa 4 (open in summer season)� 55 243 70 52
Kąty Rybackie: ul. Rybacka 64, Mon-Fri 9.00 AM-5.00 PM (open in summer season)�  
� 55 247 87 86
Tolkmicko: Municipal Culture Centre, ul. Świętojańska 1, Mon-Fri 8.00 AM-8.00 PM�  
� 55 231 61 82
Krynica Morska: ul. Gdańska 108� 55 247 63 76
Braniewo: ul. Katedralna 7� 55 644 33 03
Mon, Tue, Thu, Fri 9.00 AM-5.00 PM, Wed 9.00 AM-3.00 PM, Sat 8.00 AM-2.00 PM
SZKARPAWA
Stegna: ul. Gdańska 60, 1 Jul-30 Aug: Mon-Sat 8.00 AM-8.00 PM, Sun 10.00 AM-6.00 
PM, outside summer season: Mon-Wed 7.00 AM-3.00 PM, Thu, Fri 7.00 AM-4.00 PM�  
� 55 247 86 92
TUGA
Nowy Dwór Gdański: ul. Wejhera (Chopina square), Jun-Aug: Mon-Fri 10.00 AM-4.00 PM

LOCKS 

Opened on request at specific hours. Please prepare change to pay for the lock. You can call 
the lock staff half an hour before planned arrival at the lock - phone numbers are provided 
below. Information on the opening hours of individual locks are available on the website of the 
Regional Water Management Board in Gdańsk (www.rzgw.gda.pl) in the tab „Szlaki żeglowne” 
(Navigation routes) / „Czas pracy śluz i pochylni, mosty” (Operating hours of locks and inclined 
planes, bridges).
Note! Before setting out, please check the water level messages. When the water level in the 
Vistual is high, the following locks are closed: Gdańska Głowa, Przegalina and Biała Góra. 
LOCK ON THE SZKARPAWA
GDAŃSKA GŁOWA (0.25 km) – SZKARPAWA – VISTULA
Phone no. to lock staff:� 55 247 17 07 | 735 094 723  
LOCKS ON THE NOGAT
MICHAŁOWO (38.59 km). Phone no. to lock staff:� 55 247 14 17 | 511 603 316 
RAKOWIEC (23.95 km). Phone no. to lock staff:� 55 272 83 71 | 515 549 552 
SZONOWO (14.50 km). Phone no. to lock staff:� 55 272 20 49 | 509 219 551
BIAŁA GÓRA (0.41 km) – NOGAT – VISTULA. Phone no. to lock staff:� 55 277 16 91 | 
� 797 511 541 
LOCK ON THE MARTWA WISŁA
PRZEGALINA (0.55 km) – MARTWA WISŁA – VISTULA. Phone no. to lock staff:�  
� 58 323 93 76 | 786 876 453

BRIDGES 

Drawbridges are opened at specific hours.  Call the staff for the exact timetables of individual 
drawbridges. Phone numbers are provided below.
SZKARPAWA
GDAŃSKA GŁOWA (0.25 km) – swing walkway
The walkway is opened during the operating hours of Gdańska Głowa lock. Detailed informa-
tion available on the website of the Regional Water Management Board in Gdańsk (www.rzgw.
gda.pl) in the tab “Szlaki żeglowne” (Navigation routes) / “Czas pracy śluz i pochylni, mosty” 
(Operating hours of locks and inclined planes, bridges). Phone no. to staff:�  
� 55 247 17 07 | 735 094 723
DREWNICA (2.85 km) – road drawbridge. The bridge opening hours are provided on the 
website of ZDP (District Roads Authority) in Nowy Dwór Gdański (www.bip.zdpndg.pl) in the 
tab: Menu przedmiotowe / Most Drewnica (Drewnica bridge). Phone no. to staff:�  
� 55 247 22 35 | 882 065 597 
RYBINA (14.98 km) – narrow gauge railroad swing bridge. In the summer season, the brid-
ge is open from morning till evening, and closed only when train passes through. Outside 
the summer season, the bridge is opened on request. The closing hours are provided on the 
website of the Żuławy Commuter Railway (www.kolejzulawska.pl) in “Aktualności (News)” 
tab. Phone no. to staff:� 722 239 569
RYBINA (15.45 km) – road drawbridge. The bridge opening hours are provided on the website 
of ZDW (Voivodeship Roads Authority) in Gdańsk (www.zdw-gdansk.pl) in the tab: Obiekty 
mostowe (Bridges) / Godziny otwarcia mostów zwodzonych (Drawbridges opening hours). 
Phone no. to staff:� 55 247 86 17 | 509 498 395  

WISŁA KRÓLEWIECKA
RYBINA (0.15 km) – road drawbridge. The bridge opening hours are provided on the website 
of ZDW (Voivodeship Roads Authority) in Gdańsk (www.zdw-gdansk.pl) in the tab: Obiekty 
mostowe (Bridges) / Godziny otwarcia mostów zwodzonych (Drawbridges opening hours). 
Phone no. to staff:� 55 247 86 17 | 509 498 395
SZTUTOWO (6.50 km) – road drawbridge. The bridge opening hours are provided on the 
website of ZDP (District Roads Authority) in Nowy Dwór Gdański (www.bip.zdpndg.pl) in the 
tab: Menu przedmiotowe / Most Drewnica (Drewnica bridge). Phone no. to staff:�  
� 55 247 22 35 |667463812 | 606321559 
MARTWA WISŁA
PRZEGALINA (0.55 km) – road drawbridge. The bridge is opened during the operating hours 
of Przegalina lock. Detailed information is available on the website of GZDIZ (Gdańsk Roads 
and Greenery Authority) (www.gzdiz.gda.pl) in the tab: Drogi (Roads) / Harmonogram Obiek-
tów Zwodzonych (Drawbridges timetable). Phone no. to lock staff:� 514 953 638
SOBIESZEWO – road drawbridge. The opening hours of the bridge are provided on the 
website of GZDIZ (Gdańsk Roads and Greenery Authority) (www.gzdiz.gda.pl) in the tab: 
Drogi (Roads) / Harmonogram Obiektów Zwodzonych (Drawbridges timetable). Phone no. 
to staff:� 507 433 264
The drawbridge may not be opened automatically at the specified hour, but only upon a sound 
signal from the vessel, or a phone call - due to large traffic of yachts which sail in the vicinity 
of the bridge but do not cross. Caution! In the vicinity of the bridge, the bottom does not 
hold the anchors!
ELBLĄG
NOWAKOWO – pontoon road bridge. The bridge opening hours are provided at www.zdp.bip.
powiat.elblag.pl. Phone no. to staff:� 55 231 27 27
ELBLĄG – drawbridges: Górny (Niski) and Dolny (Wysoki) [Upper (Low) and Lower (High). Both 
bridges are operated from the control site at Dolny bridge. Phone no. to staff:� 602 218 346
PASŁĘKA CANAL
Nowa Pasłęka – road drawbridge; self-operated 
TUGA
Nowy Dwór Gdański – road drawbridge. The bridge is managed by the Municipal Office in 
Nowy Dwór Gdański. Website: www.miastonowydwor.pl, phone no.� 55 247 24 01
MOTŁAWA
Gdańsk – Old Town (1,8 km) – drawbridge walkway to Ołowianka island.
The walkway opening hours are provided on the website of GZDIZ (Gdańsk Roads and 
Greenery Authority)(www.gzdiz.gda.pl) in the tab: Drogi (Roads) / Harmonogram Obiek-
tów Zwodzonych (Drawbridges timetable). Phone no. to staff:� 516 970 048
Gdańsk – Old Town (2,3 km) – swing walkway to Wyspa Spichrzów (Granary Island).
Walkway under construction. Planned opening in 2019. The walkway opening hours are 
provided on the website of GZDIZ (Gdańsk Roads and Greenery Authority) (www.gzdiz.
gda.pl) in the tab: Drogi (Roads) / Harmonogram Obiektów Zwodzonych (Drawbridges 
timetable).

B. Mandatory Signs

22.	Proceed in the direction shown by the arrow
23.	Move to the side of the fairway on your port side
24.	Move to the side of the fairway on your starboard side
25.	Keep to the side of the fairway on your port side
26.	Keep to the side of the fairway on your starboard side
27.	Cross fairway to port
28.	Cross fairway to starboard
29.	Stop as prescribed in the regulations
30.	Do not exceed the speed indicated (in km/h)
31.	Give a sound signal
32.	Keep a particularly sharp lookout
33.	Keep a particularly sharp lookout when entering the main waterway
34.	Keep a particularly sharp lookout when crossing the main waterway
35.	Vessels proceeding on the main waterway must, if necessary, change course or speed to 

allow vessels to leave tributary waterways
36.	Obligation to enter into a radiotelephone link
37.	Obligation to enter into a radiotelephone link on the channel indicated

C. Restrictive Signs

38.	Depth of water limited (in metres)
39.	Headroom above water level limited (in metres)
40.	Width of passage or fairway limited
41.	There are restrictions on navigation: make enquiries
42.	The fairway lies at the distance indicated from the right (left) bank (in metres)

D. Recommendatory Signs

43.	Passage in both directions
44.	Passage only in the direction indicated (passage in the opposite direction prohibited)
45.	You are recommended to keep within the area indicated
46.	You are recommended to proceed in the direction shown by the arrow

E. Informative Signs

47.	Entry permitted
48.	Overhead power line crossing (height above the highest navigable water level)
49.	Weir close ahead
50.	Cable ferry
51.	Ferry boat moving independently
52.	Berthing permitted
53.	Berthing permitted on the stretch of water of the breadth measured from and shown on the 

board in metres

1.	The port side of the fairway
2.	The starboard side of the fairway
3.	Starboard bifurcation (main fairway on the right)
4.	Port bifurcation (main fairway on the left)
5.	Isolated danger marks
6.	Safe water marks
7.	Special marks
8.	Navigable passage under fixed bridges – port side
9.	Navigable passage under fixed bridges – starboard side

10.	Navigable passage under fixed bridges – best passage point
11.	Vertical clearance under bridge span at medium water level
12.	Limited headroom, depth, or width of passage

54.	Berthing permitted on the stretch of water bounded by two distances measured from 
and shown on the board in metres

55.	Maximum number of vessels permitted to berth abreast
56.	Berthing area reserved for pushing-navigation vessels that push but do not carry hazardous 

materials
57.	Berthing area reserved for pushing-navigation vessels that are required to carry one blue light 

or one blue cone
58.	Berthing area reserved for pushing-navigation vessels that are required to carry two blue 

lights or two blue cones
59.	Berthing area reserved for pushing-navigation vessels that are required to carry three blue 

lights or three blue cones
60.	Berthing area reserved for vessels other than pushing-navigation vessels that are not required 

to carry marking
61.	Berthing area reserved for vessels other than pushing-navigation vessels that are required to 

carry one blue light or one blue cone
62.	Berthing area reserved for vessels other than pushing-navigation vessels that are required to 

carry two blue lights or two blue cones
63.	Berthing area reserved for vessels other than pushing-navigation vessels that are required to 

carry three blue lights or three blue cones
64.	Berthing area reserved for all vessels that are not required to carry marking
65.	Berthing area reserved for all vessels that are required to carry one blue light or one blue cone
66.	Berthing area reserved for all vessels that are required to carry two blue lights or two blue cones
67.	Berthing area reserved for all vessels that are required to carry three blue lights or three blue cones
68.	Anchoring or training of anchors, chains or cables permitted
69.	Making fast to the bank permitted
70.	Berthing area reserved for loading and unloading vehicles
71.	Turning area
72.	Crossing with secondary waterway ahead
73.	Junction with secondary waterway ahead
74.	Crossing with main waterway ahead
75.	Junction with main waterway ahead
76.	End of a prohibition, obligation, or restriction – applies to traffic in one direction only
77.	One or two fixed white lights before an obstacle – stop if the regulations so require
78.	One or two flashing white lights before an obstacle – you may proceed
79.	Drinking water supply
80.	Telephone
81.	Motorised vessels permitted
82.	Sports or pleasure craft permitted
83.	Water skiing permitted
84.	Sailing vessels permitted
85.	Rowing boats permitted
86.	Use of sailboards permitted 
87.	High-speed navigation of small sports and pleasure craft permitted
88.	Launching or beaching of vessels permitted
89.	Possibility of obtaining nautical information on the radiotelephone channel indicated
90.	Water scooters permitted

1.	The left side of the fairway
2.	Fairway bifurcation
3.	The right side of the fairway
4.	Dangerous place near the left edge of 

the fairway
5.	Dangerous place in mid-fairway
6.	Dangerous place near the right edge of 

the fairway
7.	Isolated danger mark
8.	Safe water mark
9.	Fairway near the left bank

10.	Fairway near the right bank
11.	Fairway cross-over from right to left 

bank
12.	Fairway cross-over from left to left 

right bank
13.	Mark placed on the left side of exit from 

lake or broad waterway
14.	Mark placed on the right side of exit 

from lake or broad waterway
15.	The “A” (Alpha) flag. Caution! Diver down
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Proposed Trip Routes

The Great Loop of Żuławy
Rivers: the Motława, the Martwa Wisła, the Wisła, the Szkarpawa, the Nogat,  
the Jagielloński Canal, the Elbląg
Places: Gdańsk, Drewnica, Rybina, Elbląg, Malbork, Tczew, Gdańsk
Difficulty level: With good weather, this is a route for every boater. When conditions worsen, 
waves appear and the Vistula becomes harder to navigate. Between Biała Góra and Przegalina, 
navigation poses no problems as long as we obey the signs on the banks. On the Szkarpawa and 
the Nogat, vegetation makes it necessary to clean the screw.
Duration: 6 days of leisurely sailing, about 24 hours in total. A possible modification: start and 
end in Rybina. The route then requires 4 days of sailing and is c. 130 km long.
Length: c. 200 km
The number of locks to pass through: 7
The number of bridges (drawbridges, swing bridges, pontoon bridges): 7
The number of ferry crossings: 1
Vessels fit for the route:
Yachts with a draught up to 1.4 m (4.6 ft) (during low water stages on the Vistula, check water 
level announcements), including sailing boats, provided that their masts can be lowered before 
some bridges (the lowest clearance is 3.7-3.3 m / 12.1-10.8 ft, depending on water level).
Starting points: Gdańsk. Still, because the route is a loop, it is up to you to choose the start-
ing point.

CAUTION!

www.petla-zulawska.pl
From Gdańsk to the Vistula Lagoon
Rivers: the Motława, the Martwa Wisła, the Wisła, the Szkarpawa, the Wisła Królewiecka, 
the Vistula Lagoon
Difficulty level: The route from Gdańsk to the Vistula Lagoon can be covered by any boater. 
The Vistula Lagoon is maritime internal waters. Proper licences and maritime equipment are 
obligatory here.
Duration: 2 days of sailing, c. 10 hours in total, which makes c. 5 hours a day.
Length: c. 60 km
The number of locks: 2
The number of bridges (drawbridges, swing bridges, pontoon bridges): 5
Vessels fit for the route:
Yachts with a draught up to 1.4 m (4.6 ft), also sailing yachts, which can pass under the draw-
bridge in Przegalina thanks to route modernisation.
Possible starting points: Gdańsk

Around the Vistula Lagoon 
Rivers and water bodies: the Vistula Lagoon, the Pasłęka and the Elbląg Rivers
Places: Elbląg, Krynica Morska, Kąty Rybackie, Piaski, Nowa Pasłęka, Tolkmicko, Kadyny, From-
bork. You can make port in Braniewo.
Difficulty level: medium, depending on weather conditions and especially on wave height. In 
the event of fog or limited visibility, navigation using GPS may be necessary. Most shoals are 
sandy; the only dangerous place is the stones near the village of Różaniec – between Frombork 
and Nowa Pasłęka. Large clusters of nets occur on the Lagoon, often inadequately marked or 
completely unmarked. There are fewer and fewer nets year by year.
Duration: 7 days of leisurely sailing.
Vessels fit for the route:
Yachts with a draught up to 1.4 m (4.6 ft). Still, they will not enter all of the ports and have to 
keep to marked fairways. The best are centreboard/ballast keel yachts with a draught up to 1 
m (3.3 ft).
Possible starting points: Recommended starting / ending points: Elbląg, Krynica Morska, Nowa 
Pasłęka.

Down the Vistula to Gdańsk
Rivers: the Vistula, the Martwa Wisła, the Motława. The route from Górki Zachodnie through 
Polski Hak to Nowy Port are Polish internal waters – a relevant skipper licence is required to 
navigate there.
Places: Korzeniewo, Tczew, Gdańsk
Difficulty level: From Korzeniewo to Biała Góra – wing dams projecting far into the river, poorly 
visible at medium or high water. In the summer, the water level may be low. The closer to Tczew 
and Przegalina, the easier it is to find the current and the greater the transit depth becomes.
Duration: 2 days of leisurely sailing, about 8 hours in total.
Length: c. 80 km
The number of locks: 1
The number of bridges (drawbridges, swing bridges, pontoon bridges): 2
The number of ferry crossings: 1
Vessels fit for the route:
Yachts with a draught up to 1.4 m (4.6 ft), incl. sailing yachts.
Possible starting points: Korzeniewo

To the Capital of the Vistula Żuławy
Rivers: the Szkarpawa, the Tuga
Places: Rybina, Cyganek, Nowy Dwór Gdański
Difficulty level: A route for most boaters, although problems may occur with cleaning the screw 
or the cooling system clogged with weeds.
Duration: 1 day, c. 5-6 hours in total.
Length: c. 40 km
The number of bridges (drawbridges, swing bridges, pontoon bridges): 3
Vessels fit for the route:
Yachts with a draught up to 1 m (3.3 ft) and a height up to 2 m (6.6 ft, depending on the Tuga’s 
changeable water level).
Possible starting points: Rybina – the broads between bridges.

The Little Loop of Żuławy 
Rivers: the Wisła Królewiecka, the Szkarpawa, the Vistula Lagoon
Places: Rybina, Sztutowo, Kąty Rybackie, Osłonka, Rybina
Difficulty level: A route for responsible sailors. Remember that the Vistula Lagoon is classified 
as internal maritime waters. Proper licences and maritime equipment are obligatory here.
Duration: 2 days of recreational sailing, about 8 hours in total. A possible route modification 
for houseboats: Rybina – Sztutowo – Rybina. This makes it a one-day trip for about 2.5 hours 
of sailing (15 km).
Length: c. 45 km
The number of bridges (drawbridges, swing bridges, pontoon bridges): 3
Vessels fit for the route: 
The best are centreboard/ballast keel yachts with a draught up to 1.4 m (4.6 ft).
Possible starting points: Rybina, but since the route is a loop you can also start in Sztutowo 
or Kąty Rybackie.

FREE COPY
Inland waterways (with the river current)
Red colour – the right (starboard) side of the fairway
Green colour – the left (port) side of the fairway

Maritime waters
Red colour – the left (port) side of the fairway
Green colour – the right (starboard) side of the fairway
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